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DOHA: ‘The Intellectual’ 
Thieab Al Dossary of Bahrain 
and ‘The Strategist’ Sultan Al 
Subhi of Oman have stamped 
their tickets to the November 15 
final episode of Stars of Science 
on MBC4. They will compete for 
the top spot and a share of the 
$600,000 prize money. 

During an episode punctuated 
by moments of tension and tri-
umph, the two fan favourites on 
Qatar Foundation’s ‘edutainment 
reality’ TV programme success-
fully defended their projects in 
the design stage. 

Al Subhi and Al Dossary took 
first and second place respectively 
to advance, while Walaa Aniba of 
Tunisia, with her smart head-
phones project, fell just short and 
was eliminated.

Stars of Science, in its sixth sea-
son, pits innovators against each 
other in a competition to turn 
their ideas into reality. 

Twelve candidates between 18 
and 30 years come to Qatar, to 
be mentored by world-class engi-
neering and design experts at 
Qatar Science & Technology Park.

Innovators’ resilience, ingenu-
ity and teamwork are tested in 
challenges throughout the show 
as they develop inventions from 
concept to commercialisation 

with the goal of winning funding 
for their projects.

After proving themselves in 
the crucial engineering stage, 
candidates had very little time 
to enhance the design of their 
projects while improving func-
tionality and marketability. 

In the design stage, they were 

evaluated by VIP juror James 
Law, founder of the award-win-
ning architectural firm James 
Law Cybertecture International. 

On the next episode on 
November 8 at 8:00 KSA time, 
viewers will see Mohammed Al 
Housani of Qatar, Khaled Al 
Sulaim of Saudi Arabia, Rania 

Bou Jaoudeh of Lebanon face 
the jury to secure their place in 
the finals. Hosted by Khaled Al 
Jumaily and Haneen Al Naqdi, the 
final will conclude the sixth sea-
son. Ranking will be determined 
through a joint jury and public 
vote that can be seen in the final 
episode.  THE PENINSULA

 Thieab Al Dossary, Walaa Aniba and Sultan Al Subhi taking part in the design stage of the programme. 

Two innovators make it      
to Stars of Science finals
Sixth season of QF’s edutainment TV reality show ends on November 15

BY SACHIN KUMAR

DOHA: Visitors from Qatar 
to Canada are likely to double 
in a year, with the opening of 
Canada Visa Application Centre 
in Doha. 

Until now people wishing to 
visit Canada were required to 
go to Abu Dhabi for visa-related 
services. About 3,000 people go to 
Canada in a year on visitor visa, 
study and work permits.

VFS Global, the world largest 
outsourcing and technology serv-
ices specialist for governments 
and diplomatic missions, in part-
nership with Mannai Corporation 
yesterday announced the opening 
of the centre at Jaidah Square.

It was inaugurated by Anne-
Marie Spain, Counsellor 
(Management) and Consul  at 
the Canadian embassy.

“The Opening of the centre is 
good news for people in Qatar 

because until now they had to go 
to Abu Dhabi for visa services. We 
expect the number of visitors to 
double in a year,” Farukh Sardar, 
General Manager, Mannai Air 
Travel, told this daily.

 “Most visitors from Qatar go 
on tourist visa,” he added.

The centre will provide exclu-
sive service for the government 
of Canada and is authorised to 
accept applications in all tempo-
rary resident categories (visitor 
visas, study and work permits) 
and travel document applications 
from Canadian permanent resi-
dents in Qatar.

“The centre is authorised to 
provide administrative support 
services, such as the collection of 
visa applications, and return of 
passports in sealed decision enve-
lopes to applicants. 

“It can also assist in schedul-
ing interviews on behalf of the 
Canadian visa office,” said Ajit 

Alexander, Chief Operating 
Officer, Middle East and Africa, 
VFS GCC. 

VFS Global, as part of a con-
tract awarded by Canada, will 
provide services to applicants 
wishing to travel to the country. 
It will establish a worldwide net-
work of up to 125 such centres.

“Since 2006, VFS Global has 
been associated with Mannai 
Corporation and operating visa 
application services and centres 
for Australia, Bulgaria and the 
UK in Doha,” said Alexander.

Officials said the decision to 
issue or refuse a visa is made 
by immigration officers of 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada, in accordance with rules 
and guidelines. 

The centre has no role or 
influence over the outcome of 
an application and will not offer 
evaluative advice.
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Canada opens visa centre, annual 
visitor number likely to double

 Anne-Marie Spain (centre), Counsellor (management) and Consul, Canadian embassy, Ewan Cameron (fourth 
left), Chief Finance Officer, Mannai Corporation, Ajit Alexander (second right), COO,  Middle East and Africa, VFS 
Global, and Farukh Sardar (right), General Manager, Mannai Travel Division,  with other officials after the opening 
of the Canadian Visa Centre at Jaidah Square in Doha yesterday.  SALIM MATRAMKOT 

DOHA: Ooredoo has announced 
that its double roaming data 
offer on Ooredoo Passport is now 
a permanent feature for travel-
lers in the GCC. 

For QR100, Ooredoo Passport 
customers get 100 roaming min-
utes for calls and 1GB of roam-
ing mobile data when they use 
Passport Partners in more than 
60 countries, including the GCC.

Ooredoo Passport will provide 
an extra 1GB of roaming mobile 
data for use in the GCC. Ooredoo 

Passport works on all GCC net-
works – Saudi Arabia, the UAE, 
Bahrain, Oman and Kuwait – and 
can be used on 4G networks in the 
UAE, Saudi Arabia and Oman. 

Ooredoo Passport is valid for one 

week, and can be easily renewed 
whether in Qatar or abroad. To 
activate it, Shahry customers can 
SMS ‘OP’ to 114 and Hala custom-
ers can SMS ‘OP’ to 121. If custom-
ers use all call minutes and data 

allowances before their Ooredoo 
Passport expires, they automati-
cally receive a discounted rate of 
QR1 per minute and QR1 per MB 
used on partner networks. 
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Ooredoo Passport double roaming data made permanent

DOHA: The Ministry of 
Development Planning and 
Statistics, in cooperation with 
Statistical, Economic and 
Social Research and Training 
Centre for Islamic Countries in 
Ankara, is organising a tourism 
statistics workshop today at 
InterContinental Hotel.

The three-day workshop aims 
to highlight the importance of 
statistics in measuring the con-
tribution of the tourism sector to 
the national economy via bring-
ing to light statistical concepts, 
definitions, and methods used in 
tourism sector assessment. 

The event is part of efforts to 
build statistical capacity for gov-
ernment and semi-government 
agencies, and in response to the 
requirements of concerned min-
istries and bodies, the ministry 
said yesterday.

The workshop also responds to 
international recommendations 
released in the 45th session of the 

UN Statistical Commission. 
It was held in New York 

last March when the commis-
sion agreed on member states’ 
approval of World Tourism 
Organization (WTO) statistical 
recommendations in 2008. 

The workshop also intends to 
identify data sources relevant to 
this aspect, and train participants 
to establish and publish tourism-
related household and institu-
tional surveys. 

The Turkish experience and 
expertise will benefit partici-
pants who will also discover 
international standards related 
to the measurement and use of 
data to build the tourism sub-
account, formulate policies, moni-
tor progress, and make sound 
decisions. 

Representatives from minis-
tries and agencies will take part 
in the workshop, and receive cop-
ies of WTO guidelines related to 
tourism.  THE PENINSULA

Tourism statistics 
workshop today

DOHA: Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University (HBKU), a mem-
ber of Qatar Foundation for 
Education, along with part-
ners, will host students and 
their parents at the second 
Discover Education City event 
on November 5. 

The recruitment event for 
higher education institutions 
provides participants with 
insight into academic offerings 
of HBKU’s partner universities 
and information about admissions 
processes and standardised test-
ing procedures. 

Earlier this year, the event 
attracted about 1,800 participants.

Representatives from universi-
ties in Education City will meet 
students and parents and respond 
to questions or concerns.

The event will be attended by 
HBKU, Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Qatar, Weill Cornell 
Medical College in Qatar, Texas 
A&M University at Qatar, 
Carnegie Mellon University in 

Qatar, Georgetown University 
School of Foreign Service in Qatar, 
and Northwestern University in 
Qatar to offer students a wide 
range of perspectives.

Representatives of Academic 
Bridge Programme, QatarDebate, 
Qatar Career Fair, Reach Out 
To Asia, Bedaya Centre, British 
Council and higher education 
institute will also attend. 

Khalifa Al Salahi, Recruitment 
and Outreach Coordinator, 
HBKU, said, ‘This event is an 
opportunity for high school stu-
dents to meet all universities in 
Education City in one setting. It is 
a chance for them to start think-
ing about their futures, what they 
want to pursue at university and 
what they need to do to get there.”

Representatives from HBKU 
will also be at the event to provide 
visitors with information relating 
to testing support, financial aid, 
scholarship and extracurricular 
activities provided by HBKU.
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Universities to guide students 
on courses, admissions


