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The Special ®Leaparaiion onthéfiplementatian of Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) in OIC Member Countriesodo was org
Research and Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC) on 3 October 2016 at its headquarters
in Ankara, Turkey.

TheProgramof the Special Session is attached in Annex |.

The Special Session was attendednhime OIC Member Countries includinBenin, Chad, Guinea,
Iran, Kuwait, Libya, Malaysia, Palestine and Turkad representatives sbmeinternationaland
OIC organiséions including COMCEC, D8, FAO, ILO, SMIIC, Turkic Counit UNESCO,
UNFPA, UNDP and WHO.

The participants list of the Special Session is attached in Annex Il.

documents of the Special Session can be accessed hthom//www.sesric.org/event

detail.php?id=1540

Opening Sessin

5.

After the recitation of some verses from the
Director General of SESRIC, delier a Wel come Speech. I n his spe
highlighted that the Sustainable Development G(BIRGs)set ambitiois targets to be achieved by

the member countries by 203Biven the ambitious nature of the p@6tl5 agenda, the Director
General of SESRIC stated the readiness of SESRIC in contributing to the efforts of the OIC Member
Countries to achieve the 17 SDGsdugh its capacity building programmeétence he underlined

the importance of similar gathering deliberate and exchange views on new innovative ways and
means of strengthening cooperation in this area among OIC member cosatrileat specific
modalities and approachesin be exploredor enhancing the role of SESRIC in this important
mandated area and look forward to come up with some scenarios for partnership in specific
activities, projects and programmes for the benefit of our reegtintries.

After the Welcome Speech, Mr. Mazhar Hussain, Researcher at the Economic and Social Research
Department, delivered the keynote presentationtittéddo vi ng fr om MDGs t o SDG
Chal | elmhgsemesentation, Mr. Hussdinefedthe participants abotihe progress recorded by

the OIC Member Countries against the eight Millennium Development @daI&s). Highlighting

the lessons learnt from the MDGs period, Mr. Hussain went on his presentation with background
information on the SBsand stated thahe SDGs have both prospects and challenges which can be
grouped into Financing, Peace and Security,itifal Will and Policy Dialoguge Data and
Monitoring, and Institutional Capacitylhe presentation then focused on the Political \Afiltl

Policy Dialogue, Data and Monitoring, and Institutional Capacity by giving details of the prospects
and challenges under these themes.
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Thematic Discussion 1: Data and Monitoring
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Chaired by Ms. Ola Awad, President of Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the thematic
discussionon @A Dat a an fbcuddd a the following thiee questiongi) What are the

major issues and challenges faced by the OIC member coumtrighe initial stages of
implementation the SDGs(#i) What should be the priorities of national statistical systems (NSSs) /
national statistical offices (NSOs) of the OIC member countries for adapting to the SDGs Indicator
Framework?,and (iii) How the international organisations should be involved in developing
statistical capacities of OIC member countries to facilitate the review and assessment of data gaps
and consequently produce high quality and timely data with the objective to achieve the \56DGs b
20307

As for the first question, Ms. Awad stated that there iead for mapping SDGs indicators and
developing a road map for the implementation of SDGs on both national and OIC Ruwelis
exercise requiresesources, expertise and financial suppiis. Awad also drew attention to the
varying national priorities within the OIC countries in implementing the SDGs (some countries may
focus on particular SDGs targets while other countries may exclude part of all these targets).
According to her, the cllange of how to deal with the SDGs indicators with no endorsed
methodologies (Tier 3) and detailed disaggregation levels for wide range of SDGs indicators also are
the two other important issues to be considered by the countries. After this introdugtibts.b

Awad, the floor has been opened for the discussions on Question 1.

Kuwait: The SDGs, in contrary to the MDGs, come withoa of indicators For some of these
indicators, there i®0 set methodologyin this respect, the Kuwaiti authorities haagtablished a
National Council composed oB0 entities to discuss how to realise SD®ise Central Statistical
Bureau of State of Kuwaisuppors the other entities concerning related statistical processes.
However, there is a reakad to cooperate witimternational agencies, such$ESRIG to increase

the statistical capacity on SDGs indicators.

Benin: The country bs had delays in carrying out the related activities to achieve SDGs.
commissionhas been formednderthe Ministry of Planning.In addition, an nstitute responsible for
SDGshas been established which hdaed to identify where Benin isGiven that there are230
SDGsindicators the country assessesat to usdrom among those proposed indicators. A report is
expected by thimid-Novembe 2016 which grouped the indicators under four groups

Turkey. Agredang with the PCBS Turkish Statistical Institute (TurkStat) hadlde same challenges
when mapping SDGsndicators with those indicators already produced by NSS stakeholders
TurkStatestablished amdividual department responsible for SDGs.far, the ®ailability of SDGs
indicatorswassearchedAlso a stock taking exercise concerning tledirdtions, lastavailable data
year, what indicators have not beg producedook place TurkStat identified ne SDGs indicator
focal point from eaclof its departmerg TurkStat also contacteather NSS stakeholders about the
availability of SDGs indicators and their SDGs indicatéosal points.TurkStat stated that they
found outsome indiators have metadata problems while thereisneaningandno methodology to
producesome indicatorsBeing a nember of theMonitoring and Steering Committee for European
Union, TurkStatprovided feedback to EU about concerns of TurkaySDGs indicatorNot only
NSOs but also theational administrationaeed to have ownership of SDGs. There is a need to
establish a high level committeghich mees periodically to overview progress and provide
coordination among different stakeholdarslensurs accountability of relevant entities.

Ms. Awad of PCBSwrapped up the outcomes of the discussion on the first question. Not only NSOs
but also NSS should be the major part of SBGnonitoring. NSOs should spearhead the
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coordination among different stakeholders. Many countresl tapacity development in the area of
statistics NSOs are open to learning from the experiences of other countries. The role of other
agenciesand stakehalers within NSS is also important.The SDGs indicators otus on
administrative recordand registries.

As for the second questiols. Awad focused on the possible role and contribution of SESRIC in
facilitating the implementation of SDGs in OIC MemberuBties. She said that a set of SDGs
indicators covering the common interest for OIC countries in the fields of social, economic and
environmental statisticshould be identified iine with developing data collectiomethodologies

and ensuring dat@ompaabhility that may lead to improve the whole procegs. Awad proposed

the formulation of a platform tassess the agreed common set of S@gatorsfor reviewing,
evaluating,and improving collected datalhe platform can also facilitatexchanging exgriences

and lessons learduring these processes.

Ms. Awad went on to say thaffective coordination with UN agencies as well as otheeiinational
andregional or@nisationon the capacity development activities and programs for NSOs within the
framework of monitoring and implementing SDGs indicatisralso requiredGiven theduplication

of efforts causesvaste of resowes due to lack of coordination, NS@sed to know who is doing
what.In this respectSESRICcan play a coordination rote reconcile these activities ligentifying
common capacity blding needs of Ol@nember countries and designing programmes based on the
identified needs

Ms. Awad also stated that SESRIC can additionally play a role in strengttstatisgical outredc

units of NSOs of OIC member countries, planning for short and long term training activities, and
conductingannual assessmis for statistical capacitiegfter this introduction to Question 2, Ms.
Awad opened the floor for discussion.

UNDP: A Working Group was established composed of the UN agencies resident in Turkey with an
aim tounderstand what UN agencies are damg urkeywithin SDGs fields and how to link them

to particular targetsChe objective of the Working Group is &lign the efforts offte UN agencies in
Turkey with those at the national lev&he UN agencies in Turkey are also in contact wittle civil
society academiaand private sector to learn about their activities on SDXEnking exercisewill
alsotake placdor these activies UNDP teams aras wellworking on alternatives for indicators

WHO: The meetings held by UNDRithin the framework of the Working Group are participated by
WHO as majority of the goals have a linkage health. WHO believes that a mukstakeholder
approach is required. WH&soprovides capacity buildingrpgrammes to countries in need.

Chad SomeSDGsindicatorscan be measured while some can@itad onsides SDGsunder a
national councilvith the involvement oboth national and intaational stakeholders. NSOs on their
own cannot conduct monitorirfgr all indicators.

Guinea Thelinkage between SESRIC and ECOSS€lould be strengthenetihe activities initiated
by the international organisatioslould be supported by countriésternational organisationseed
to take care of the specificities of some countries.

Turkey: The opinions of MsAwad and other participan&re well received by Turkeys theSDGs
will require long processs,a platformis needed through which OIC member countoas benefit
from the experience®f countries with developed capacitiesthe area of statisticfdditionally,
TurkStat conveyed th&urostat haseiteratedthe lack ofcoordination among the interiranal ad
national organisations. All stakeholders neetldanvolved in related processes to facilitate the flow
of information which will increase institutional capacifys of now, Turkey can produce 45% of the
SDGs indicators. Half of those indicatorsre poduced by TurkStat. Remaining 55% 8DGs
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indicators have to be produced thwe stakeholdersvithin the Turkish NSSIn this perspective, there
is a need for aata dissemination and transfer platforfrurkey uses the AMIS (electronic
Dataflow Administréion and Management Information Systeof) Eurostat for transferring data
from TurkStatto EurostatAt the OIC level, sch a system can hitiated

21. Palestine The OIC membecountriesunder the MEDSTAT programme of Eurostete the same
system to transf data to EurostaBeing good fordata disseminatigrNSOsneed moredools and
systems fodata monitoring.

22. FAO: It is areality thatcoordinationon SDGs data and monitorignong stakeholdetacks UN
agencies recorded progress concerningdberdination amondghem as ach UN agency has a
custodian role fospecific SDGs indicators.

23. SESRIC SDGs create costs for monitoriagd capacity developmeriEachstakeholder needs to
considerthese costsSESRIC has initiated awsly onfi Mo v i n g fsrntocSmMGsMAPOGpects and
Chall enges f o.rThe@ICCAcceditationt and @egification Programme for Official
Statisticians (OIGCPOS aims atincreaing capacities of official statisticiang\dditionally, the
annual sessions @IC-StatComdiscus common issues of interest. This y@ahemes aré&SDGs
related topicswhich will be discussed bjNSOs andinternational organisationaSESRICalso
carriesoui Tendency Survey on SDG Pr i doriderttify matonab f
priorities related to SDGSCOMCEC also requeste@ESRIC to preparannual monitoring reports
on SDGs.

24. After summarising the key points on Question 2, Ms. Ola Aw@®CBSfocused for the third
guestion on the possibility of partnership in specific activities arjrammes with relevant

Ol

national, international and regional institutions and NGOs towards enhancing cooperation on SDGs

among OIC member countriedds. Awad stated that such partnershipBould facilitate the
coordination of the capacity building activitee for the NSOs with different leveland also

mobilisation ofthe financial sources for OIC countries for the purpose of monitoring the SDGs

indicators In this respect, thenain domains with main players/contributstould be definetbr (i)
Developing nethodologies and metadaté indicators; {{) Harmonisingthe national oncepts and
definitions with the international ones to the maximertent; and (iii) Modernizing tools and
mechanisms for measuring the indicatdvis. Awad added thatlesignof surveys andools and
methodologies for data collectihould bebased on defined sourcesfter this introduction to
Question 3, Ms. Awad opened the floor for discussions.

25. Benin: After the stocktaking exercise OIC Member Countries shoullentify common regional
indicabrsto follow up the progress recorded

26. Palestine A comnon understading on tke indicators is necessary

27. Turkey. Increasing awareness is really important about the indicatbesUN has partnered with
famous people to introdutieese goals and indicators througteos, documentarieandbrochures.

28. SESRIC Regarding coordinationOIC-StatCom shoulders theoordinaion of cooperation
initiatives between oumember countrieand international organisationSESRIC has signed or is
about to sign memoranda of understanding Witbrid Bank, PARIS21, ILO, UNWTO to flow up

the SDGs. IDBis a partnerf o r some of S E SR @abtreershipltas also biegni e s

established with the COMCEC through its Project Cycle Management Rnogra

29. After the wrapup of discussions taken place, Ms. Ola Awlaanked the participants astbsed the
discissionomi Dat a and Monitoringo.
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Thematic Discussion 2:Policy Dialogue
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Chaired by Mr. Gholamhossein Dardirector in the Department of Economic Affairs of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), the themdigcussionron A Pol i cy Di al og!
on the following three questionsi) (What are the imperatives for initiating integration and
mainstreanmg of the SDGs in the national and regional policies and plans to ensure horizontal and
vertical policy coherence?ji What is the importance of mufftakeholder partnerships for
sustainable development in OIC member countries? How to support théizados, multi
stakeholder dialogue and awareness about the SDGs in OIC countriesit) &bdat could be the
contribution of SESRIC and other OIC institutions to the implementation of the SDGs in
international context policy making?

At the outsetfo st the stageMr. Darzibriefly explained theéIC framework for policy making. He
highlighted the fact that OIC has many high level policy making forums including Islamic Summit,
Council of Foreign MinisterSCOMCEC Sessions and sectorahisterial meetigs. These platforms
provide an opportunity for policy dialogue and aim to discuss issues of immediate concern to the
member countries and work out policy recommendations to address these challenges through a
consultative and collaborative approach. Sevesttahtegic plans have been adopted by these
conferences to enhance the in@EC cooperation and support member countries in their efforts to
achieve the developmental goaFurthermore, OIC also have established several institutions and
standing committes to execute and implement a wide spectrum of programmes and adiivities
collaboration with the relevant national and international partners

Mr. Darzi alsoinformed the participants that OIC member countries and the General Secretariat
were actively involved in the process prior to the adoption of the SDGs and they have made
significant contributions. Afterwards, eiefed the august gathering about the nlgeadopted OIC

2025 Vision.In this regard, he underlined the fact that while OIC 2025 Vision complements the
implementation of the SDGs, it also provides some additional targets related with th@l@itra
cooperation which are not included in the SD8s. particularly mentioned the OIC 2025 Vision
target on increasing the int@IC trade by6% up from the current percentage in 20L&
underlined in the SDG 17, he added, OIC is ready to establish partnership with the all relevant
stakeholders to speartiethe implementation of SDGs in OIC member countries. In this regard, he
also drew attention to the existing QU cooperatiormeeting which is held biennially to discuss

and select joint projects and activities for implementation. After this introdulotidvir. Darzi, the

floor has been opened for the discussioidrand Q2 related with the multi stakeholder partnership
and dialogueat the national levdbr implementing SDGs.

Turkey: At the national level, Ministry of Development (MoD) lead the prepamadf all policies

and currently preparation of the "LNNational Development Plan is in progress. MoD is in
consultation with all stakeholders (line ministries, private sector, and other relevant institutions) to
discuss mainstreaming of SDGs in the o development plarin this regard, MoD has also
established a committee comprised of representatives from the aflitiirstries

Malaysia: With regards to the implementation of the SDGs in Malaysia, the issue is being managed
by the Economic Planningnit. In February 2016, after the announcement of the SDGs, the
Economic Planning Unit did a symposium to gather information from all stakeholders. Though this
consultation process is ongoing, what we can be certain is that business is not as usual and
implementation mechanisms and methodologies have to change. We need to do further research. We
still getting feedbacks from NGOs and other relevant partners.






