Preparations by SESRTCIC:

As the first step for the preparations for the said workshop, the Centre designed a questionnaire in order to identify the problems and challenges facing the micro-credit finance applications in the OIC member countries and circulated it to all the 57 member countries. Up to date, the Centre has received responses from 10 member countries (Azerbaijan, Iran, Jordan, Kyrgyz Republic, Mali, Qatar, Senegal, Syria, Togo, and Turkey).

The Centre also carried out its own research on the theme of micro-credit financing for alleviating poverty in order to be familiar with the theoretical issues and actual applications of micro-credit finance systems in the developing countries including the OIC members. Such a research was useful for specifying the topics to be discussed during the workshop and identifying the suitable potential participants in the workshop. 

Member Countries to be invited:

Representatives from micro-credit financial institutions in the following OIC member countries have been so far invited to participate in the workshop. The selection has been made in an attempt to balance between countries who have successful experiences and others who still face difficulties in promoting micro-credit financing services for the poor.

· Bangladesh

· Pakistan

· Nigeria

· Indonesia

· Egypt

· Morocco

· Syria

· Qatar

· Bahrain

· Saudi Arabia

· Iran

· Turkey

· Uganda

· Senegal

· Benin

OIC Institutions:

· OIC General Secretariat

· COMCEC Coordination Office

· IDB

· ICDT

· ICCI

Regional and International Institutions:

· United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF)

· Asian Development Bank (ADB)

· Grameen Phone

· Kiva Foundation

· EU-ACP Micro-Finance Programme

· Micro-Finance Management Institute

