
The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 
was developed in response to the globalization of the 
tobacco epidemic. The spread of the tobacco epidemic 
is facilitated by a variety of complex factors with cross-
border effects, including trade liberalization, foreign 
direct investment, and other activities such as global 
marketing, transnational tobacco advertising, promotion 
and sponsorship, and the international movement of 
contraband and counterfeit cigarettes. The WHO FCTC 
is an evidence-based treaty that reaffi rms the right of all 
people to the highest standard of health.
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